Sections Promotions Calendar – January to April 2025
Hello AWS Section Leaders! This document is intended to help you share upcoming events & content on the AWS section pages that you manage. Please note the timelines intended for the content and feel free to use the talking points to create your own personalized captions for your post utilizing the suggested hashtags at the end of your caption. Have questions? Send them to social@aws.org

· Section Scholarships
· Timeline: January – March 1st
· Talking points: 
· Many AWS Sections have scholarships funded by local members, companies, and donors, designated for students in the Section. Scholarships range from $1,000 to more than $3,000+.
· The deadline to apply for National, District, and Section Scholarships is March 1st.
· District and Section Named Scholarships are selected by local committees of AWS Section Officers and Members.
· Hashtags:  #awsscholarships #weldingscholarships #awsfoundation 
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· Inspectors Expo & Conference
· Timeline: January – February
· Talking points:
· The Inspection Expo & Conference is the only inspections conference created by inspectors for inspectors . This year’s event offers comprehensive educational tracks on advanced inspection techniques, certification updates, and standards for quality assurance.
· Whether you're focused on structural inspection, materials integrity, or exploring the latest in NDT, IEC has the information you need to stay ahead.
·  Join AWS at IEC, February 5-7 in St. Louis! 
· Hashtags: #IEC2025 #AWSinspectionconference #weldinginspector
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· Women’s History Month
· Timeline: March
· Talking points:
· March 1st marks the beginning of Women's History Month, a time to honor the remarkable contributions of women in the industry.
· Over 5% of welding professionals are female (weldingworkforcedata.com)
· Historical fact: With the start of the war, many women went from being homemakers to helping on the homefront from factories, rivet guns in hand.
· Hashtags: #womeninwelding #womeninthetrades #rosietheriveter
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· AWS Birthday
· Timeline: March 27th
· Talking points:
· On March 27, 1919, the first meeting of the American Welding Society was called to order, led by our founder Comfort A. Adams. Its mission: to advance and support the industry.
· In 1924, two Sections were added to AWS: the Western New York Section and the Kansas City Section. With the addition of these two new sections, AWS membership grew to 718 members by midyear. In February, discussions began on the formation of a Detroit Section, which was added in 1925. 
· As of 2025, AWS is brought to life in communities around the globe through 147 active AWS Sections in North America and another 19 International Sections. 
· Hashtags: #AWSbirthday #AWSturns106 #AWSsection
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· National Welding Month
· Timeline: Tease in March, begins in April.
· National Welding Month theme: TBD
· Talking points:
· April 1st marks the beginning of National Welding Month. Since 1996, the American Welding Society has designated the month of April as National Welding Month to bring awareness to the welding industry and its available career paths.
· Let’s celebrate our vast and diverse welding community of technicians, inspectors, supervisors, engineers, manufacturers, distributors, educators, committee volunteers and students. Tell us what you love about the welding industry.
· Welding careers play an integral role in keeping people safe and advancing the quality of life across the globe. 
· From submarines to powerful rockets, welding brings incredible creations to life. Here are 7 AWSome examples of things made possible through welding's artistry and precision:
· Telescopes
· Robots
· Wind turbines
· Rockets
· Submarines
· Data centers
· Custom vehicles
· We encourage you to share other ways that welding affects our everyday lives.
· Hashtags: #NWM2025 #NationalWeldingMonth #celebratewelding
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of Advancing The Science & Art of Welding

On March 27th, 1919, AWS is founded with
Comfort Avery Adams as its first President.
When formed, the Society had 286 members
and one Section, Philadelphia.

Publication of the first issue of what has
become known today as the Welding
Journal. It was initially titled Journal of the
‘American Welding Society.

The first annual fall conference. This
assemblage (picture here) was about to
board buses for tours of three facilities in
Cleveland, including Lincoln Electric Co.
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of Advancing The Science & Art of Welding

First AWS Welding Show held in October of
1925 and held in Boston, Massachusetts.

Code 1, Part A, first published which
was a predecessor of D1.1, Structural
Welding Code - Steel.

AWS Membership reached the 1,000
member mark. The goal: providing
members with the opportunity to
exchange ideas and discuss all matters
relating to welding practice, and to
publish information on the subject.
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